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	 Freedom of Information Office
C/O Company Secretary 
Worthing Hospital
Lyndhurst Rd 
Worthing BN11 2DH


7 July 2023

Re: Freedom of Information Request FOI230224

Thank you for your recent request for information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act.
 
We are now in a position to respond to your request.
 
Your request:

1. How many patients were treated in the last 3 months by the Dermatology department for Hidradenitis Suppurativa (HS), with each of the following biologic drugs:

	Biologic Drug
	Number of Patients

	Adalimumab - Humira
	 

	Adalimumab Biosimilar
	 

	Bimekizumab
	 

	Infliximab - Remicade
	 

	Infliximab Biosimilar
	 

	Secukinumab
	 

	Ustekinumab
	 



Our response:
 
Under Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), the Trust can confirm that it holds information relevant to your request and this has been provided where possible below.

1. For information relevant to this question, please refer to the table below:

	Biologic Drug
	Number of Patients

	Adalimumab - Humira
	29

	Adalimumab Biosimilar
	125

	Bimekizumab
	≤5

	Infliximab - Remicade
	0

	Infliximab Biosimilar
	≤5

	Secukinumab
	13

	Ustekinumab
	20



Please note that within the table where “≤5” is indicated, this data has been anonymised in line with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) Anonymisation: Managing Data Protection Risk Code of Practice as it relates to the disclosure of information relevant to a small number of living people. This guidance recommends that since the publication of information under the Freedom of Information Act ‘is to the wider world’ and therefore carries more data protection risk, information relevant to a small number of people should be anonymised to ensure identification is not possible. Therefore, where the number of patients relevant to your request is equal to or less than 5, “≤5” has been indicated.

The Trust has a duty to safeguard the confidentiality of its patients under Data Protection regulations. The Trust considers the disclosure of more specific information to be exempt under section 40(2) [personal information] exemption on the grounds that it amounts to personal data and the first condition under section 40(3)(a) is satisfied, namely, that disclosure would be in breach of the first data protection principle of the UK GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018 which outline the requirement that personal data is processed ‘fairly’. It is our view that the patients relevant to your request would have a reasonable expectation that this information would not be disclosed into the public domain in this way, and that disclosure would likely cause undue distress and not be considered ‘fair’ by the individuals involved. The engagement of s.40(2) in this case is considered absolute and is not subject to public interest considerations.

 

To comply with the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations (2005), this Information is provided to you under the Open Government Licence (OGL). This licence does not grant you any right to use the Information in a way that suggests any official status or that University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust endorse you or your use of the Information. The re-use of this Information indicates your acceptance of the terms and conditions as set out in the OGL: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 
 
When you use our information under the OGL, you should include the following attribution where appropriate: 
 
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust 2023, licensed under the Open Government License: http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/ 
 
If you wish to re-use information outside of the licence terms then please inform the Trust, as unauthorised re-use may be in breach of copyright law. For information where the copyright is owned by another person or organisation, you must apply to the copyright owner to obtain their permission to re-use. Further guidance for the re-use of information can be found at: http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/ogl-user-guidance.pdf  

If you require clarification or if we can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at: UHSussex.foi@nhs.net  If you require our response or the information we have provided in a more accessible format, please let us know and we will be happy to assist you.

If after contacting us with any questions or concerns you remain dissatisfied with the outcome of your enquiry, you have the right to appeal. Please submit your appeal within 40 working days of the Trust’s response to your request and indicate why you are dissatisfied, as this will form the basis of our internal review. The Trust will then have 20 working days in which to respond to your appeal or 40 working days in exceptional circumstances. The Trust is not obligated to review the processing of a request if an appeal is received after 40 working days. Please email your appeal or write to:
 
Freedom of Information Office
C/O Company Secretary 
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust
Worthing Hospital
Lyndhurst Rd, 
Worthing BN11 2DH
 
After we have replied to your appeal, if you are still not satisfied with our response to your request you can submit a complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. This can be done via their website - https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/official-information-concerns-report/official-information-concern/ or via telephone - 0303 123 1113.
 
We hope you are happy with the processing of your information request. 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Freedom of Information Office
University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust
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