
Title: Pathology User Manual Microbiology Investigations MRSA Screening 
The master copy and record of this document is held in Q-pulse.  This is a controlled document.  Please do not copy. 

 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Pathology User Manual Microbiology Investigations MRSA Screening [PD-MIC-UMMRSAScreen] – Version 5 
 Approved/Authorised by: P Randell Department: MICROBIOLOGY – Issue date: 08/02/2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEGRATED PATHOLOGY SERVICE 
MICROBIOLOGY DOCUMENT 

WEST SUSSEX 
 

 

Pathology User Manual 
Microbiology Investigations 

MRSA Screening 
[PD-MIC-UMMRSAScreen] 

 
 
 
 

AUTHOR: Jonathan Lewis (Senior Biomedical Scientist) 

APPROVED BY: Paul Randell (Head Biomedical Scientist) 

DATE OF ISSUE: 08/02/2024 

DATE EFFECTIVE FROM: 08/02/2024 

VERSION NO: 5 

REVIEW INTERVAL: 08/02/2026 

COPY: 1 

LOCATION OF COPIES: 1  Electronic – Q-Pulse 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Title: Pathology User Manual Microbiology Investigations MRSA Screening 
The master copy and record of this document is held in Q-pulse.  This is a controlled document.  Please do not copy. 

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Pathology User Manual Microbiology Investigations MRSA Screening [PD-MIC-UMMRSAScreen] – Version 5 
 Approved/Authorised by: P Randell Department: MICROBIOLOGY – Issue date: 08/02/2024.  

MRSA Screening 
 
Please refer to the Trust’s Infection Control Policy on MRSA. 
 

Indications 

 
To identify MRSA carriage prior to admission for elective procedures or following 
emergency admission, or as an investigation of extent of colonisation in known 
MRSA positive patients (as directed by the Infection Control Team). 
 
Please state on the request form if the patient is known to be MRSA positive in the 
past, whether decolonised or treated and the reason for screening. 
 

Optimal time and Method of collection  
 

Collect specimens before antimicrobial therapy where possible. 
 
Acceptable swabs for MRSA screening include those from nose, throat, axillae, 
groins/perineum, hairline, wounds and other lesions (as directed by the Infection 
Control Team and transport to the laboratory in sealed plastic bags.  
 

Optimal transport and storage conditions  
 

Specimens should be transported and processed as soon as possible 
 

Limitations of laboratory examination 
 

• Carriage of MRSA may be transient therefore, screening of an individual at 
only one point in time may miss the presence of the organism 

 

• Selective chromogenic agar is used to screen for MRSA.  It is possible that 
such media will not support the growth of all circulating strains of MRSA.    


