
	Turnaround times (TAT): Stated TATs are working days from receipt at the reference laboratory and are indicative. They do not include transport time. For time-critical results, please contact the laboratory directly.
Queries: For test availability, sample requirements, or urgent referrals, please contact the Microbiology laboratory.



	Investigation
	Referred to
	Indicative TAT

	Antifungal & Fungal Serology

	Antifungal assay – Fluconazole
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	< 1 day

	Antifungal assay – Itraconazole
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	< 1 day

	Aspergillus IgG antibodies
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	3 days

	Beta-D-Glucan (serum only)
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	< 1 day

	Galactomannan (including BAL)
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	1 day

	Histoplasma serology
	Mycology Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	2 days

	Antibiotic & Antimicrobial Drug Levels

	Antibiotic assay – Amikacin
	Antimicrobial Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	< 1 day

	Antibiotic assay – Teicoplanin
	Antimicrobial Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	< 2 days

	Antibiotic assay – Tobramycin
	Antimicrobial Reference Laboratory, Southmead Hospital, Bristol / Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	< 1 day

	Miscellaneous antimicrobial drug level assay
	Contact the laboratory – referred as appropriate
	Various

	Respiratory & Environmental Serology

	Avian precipitins (bird fancier's lung) IgG
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Bordetella pertussis (whooping cough) serology
	Infection Sciences, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	10 days

	Farmer's lung (M. faenii) precipitins
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Functional antibodies – Haemophilus, tetanus, pneumococcal
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Haemophilus influenzae antibodies
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Pneumococcal antibodies
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Tetanus antibodies
	BCPS Microbiology – The Hub, Wolverhampton
	7 days

	Hepatitis Virology

	Hepatitis A – confirmatory testing
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	8 days

	Hepatitis B – confirmation & markers
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	7 days

	Hepatitis B – DNA viral load
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	7 days

	Hepatitis B – genotype
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	9 days

	Hepatitis C – confirmation
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	Hepatitis C – RNA viral load
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	5 days

	Hepatitis C – genotype
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	3 days

	Hepatitis D
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	15 days

	Hepatitis E
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	8 days

	HIV & Retrovirology

	HIV – confirmatory testing
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton / UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	2 days

	HIV – avidity testing
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	8 days

	HIV – resistance testing
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	21 days

	HIV – proviral DNA
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	21 days

	HTLV serology
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	3 days

	Herpesvirus & CMV

	CMV – DNA viral load
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	CMV – DNA (urine)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	CMV – IgM confirmation
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	3 days

	EBV – IgG/IgM confirmation
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	3 days

	EBV – PCR viral load
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	5 days

	Herpes simplex virus – serology
	Virology, University Hospital Southampton
	2 days

	Herpes simplex virus – DNA PCR
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	1 day

	VZV (varicella-zoster) – IgG quantitative
	Virology, University Hospital Southampton
	1–2 days

	VZV – DNA PCR (viral swab)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	Other Viral Serology & PCR

	Adenovirus PCR viral load
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	Adenovirus / CMV / EBV viral load panel
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	Cryptococcal antigen
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	3 days

	Enterovirus PCR
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	7 days

	Measles – IgM (serum)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	5 days

	Measles – PCR (viral swab)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	5 days

	Mumps – IgM (serum)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	7 days

	Mumps – PCR (viral swab)
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	10 days

	Mycoplasma genitalium PCR
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	5 days

	Parvovirus IgG / IgM
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	4 days

	Polyoma BK virus PCR
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	1 day

	Rubella IgM – confirmatory testing
	UKHSA Virus Reference Department, Colindale, London
	10 days

	Miscellaneous PCR
	Contact the laboratory – referred as appropriate
	Various

	Syndromic (No Apparent Diagnosis) PCR Panels

	NAD – Eye (conjunctival swab panel)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	NAD – Vesicular rash (skin swab panel)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	NAD – Genital ulcer (swab panel)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	NAD – Viral gastroenteritis – Adenovirus / Enterovirus / Parechovirus
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	2 days

	Meningitis & Encephalitis

	Meningococcal PCR
	Meningococcal Reference Unit, Manchester Royal Infirmary
	2 days

	Meningococcal antibodies
	Meningococcal Reference Unit, Manchester Royal Infirmary
	28 days

	Viral meningitis PCR panel – HSV / VZV / Enterovirus (CSF)
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	1 day

	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	Chlamydia antibody (female infertility investigations only)
	Infection Sciences, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	4 days

	LGV (lymphogranuloma venereum) PCR
	UKHSA Bacteriology Reference Department, Colindale, London
	6 days

	Syphilis – confirmatory serology
	Infection Sciences, Southmead Hospital, Bristol
	4 days

	Syphilis – PCR (swab)
	Microbiology (Virology), Royal Sussex County Hospital, Brighton
	7 days

	Syphilis – PCR (CSF)
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	2 days

	Tuberculosis

	T-SPOT.TB (interferon-gamma release assay)
	Oxford Diagnostic Laboratories, Abingdon
	2 days

	Respiratory Infections – Fungal PCR

	Pneumocystis jirovecii (PCP) PCR
	Micropathology Ltd, University of Warwick, Coventry
	1 day

	Rare, Imported & Tropical Pathogens

	Amoebic serology
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	1–8 days

	Bartonella serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	10 days

	Borrelia burgdorferi (Lyme disease) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	7 days

	Brucella antibodies
	Brucella Reference Unit, Royal Liverpool University Hospital
	7 days

	Coxiella burnetii (Q-Fever) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	7–10 days

	Dengue (Flavivirus) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5–7 days

	Filarial serology
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	8 days

	Flavivirus serology (general)
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5 days

	Hydatid disease (Echinococcus) serology
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	8 days

	Leishmaniasis serology
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	8 days

	Leptospira (Weil's disease) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5–7 days

	Malaria antibodies
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	8 days

	Mpox (monkeypox) PCR
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	7 days

	Rickettsia serology – Typhus / Spotted Fever
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5–7 days

	Schistosomal antibodies (Bilharzia)
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	7 days

	Strongyloides antibodies
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	7 days

	Toxocara antibodies
	Department of Clinical Parasitology, Hospital for Tropical Diseases, London
	8 days

	Toxoplasma – confirmatory testing
	Toxoplasma Reference Laboratory, Swansea
	7 days

	West Nile Fever (Flavivirus) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5–7 days

	Yellow Fever (Flavivirus) serology
	UKHSA Rare & Imported Pathogens Laboratory (RIPL), Porton Down, Wiltshire
	5–7 days




This list is reviewed annually. For the most current information on test availability and referral arrangements, contact the Microbiology laboratory. Last reviewed: [May 2026] If the test you require is not listed, please contact the Microbiology Laboratory for advice.

