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Council of Governors Meeting in Public 01.10.26
Questions received.
	Question from Members of the Public

	
	From
	Question
	Response provided by 
	Response:

	
	
	
	
	

	1.1
	John Gooderham 
	"What plans does the Council have: to deal with any unfinished business before its abolition, as proposed in the Health Bill; to publish a record of its activity since its inception; and to suggest how its work might be continued by other means?"
 
	Chair
	Thank you for your question.

This matter is close to the Council of Governors heart, and we can confirm that Council continues to work diligently to discharge their responsibilities during this year.  In respect of any unfinished business, the health bill sets out where the Governor’s responsibilities will transfer to ensure those can be undertaken post 1 April 2027.

With regards to the publishing of a record of the Governors activity, this is broadly in the public domain already through the Trust’s annual reports, for both UHSussex FT and Western Sussex Hospitals FT along with the reports and minutes of the Council of Governors meetings themselves.    With regards to the format of the record referred to, it may be that the Foundation Trust Annual Reporting Manual, when produced towards the end of 2026/27, will detail this, as it has in each of the previous years clearly set out the reporting requirements against each of the various statutory duties exercised by the Council in the respective year.

In respect to the wider work the Governors undertake then like many other Councils and Trust’s we are waiting to see if the Health Bill remains as drafted or is changed before we commit to any action that may cut across this legislation.  

The Governors are aware of the respect the Trust hold them in and that they will be engaged with as the Trust evolves its engagement strategy under the leadership of the newly appointed Director of Voice, Improvement and Partnerships.  
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